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                DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
                      + + + + +
          ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL BOARD
                      + + + + +
                       MEETING

---------------------------:
IN THE MATTER OF:          :
                           :
Pub Crawl                  :
Applicant: Ante Willie     :  Fact Finding
Afahame                    :  Hearing
Date of Event: 3/14/15     :
Event:                     :
Ustreetpubcrawling.com-    :
CloverMeGreen              :
Neighborhood: Multiple     :
Licensed Premises          :
Size of Event: 2,000-3,000 :
---------------------------:

                    MARCH 4, 2015

      The Alcoholic Beverage Control Board met in
the Alcoholic Beverage Control Hearing Room,
Reeves Building, 2000 14th Street N.W.,
Washington, D.C., Chairperson Ruthanne Miller,
presiding.

PRESENT

RUTHANNE MILLER, Chairperson
NICK ALBERTI, Member
DONALD BROOKS, Member
HERMAN JONES, Member
JAMES SHORT, Member
MICHAEL SILVERSTEIN, Member
HECTOR RODRIGUEZ, Member

ALSO PRESENT:

ABYIE GHENENE, Investigator ABRA
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1                 P R O C E E D I N G S

2                                           10:50 a.m.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, our next case on

4 the morning's calendar is a pub crawl with the

5 applicants Ante Willie Afahame.  The date of the

6 event is March 14, 2015.  The event is

7 ustreetpubcrawling.com/clovermegreen.

8             MEMBER SHORT:  Thank you very much,

9 ma'am.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  When you're ready you

11 can introduce yourselves for the record.

12             MR. AFAHAME:  Good morning, all.  My

13 name is Ante Willie Afahame, founder of

14 ustreetpubcrawling.com.

15             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

16             INVESTIGATOR GHENENE:  Good morning,

17 Investigator Ghenene, ABRA.

18             CHAIR MILLER:  Alright, I don't think

19 this is going to be a long hearing.  You have had

20 a pub crawl before here?

21             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Same location?
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1             MR. AFAHAME:  Same location, Eastern

2 Corridor, yes.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, how many times?

4             MR. AFAHAME:  This would be the third

5 one.

6             CHAIR MILLER:  Alright, same amount of

7 people or are you having more people now?

8             MR. AFAHAME:  Still same amount of

9 people.  To be honest with you we haven't been

10 able to reach our max yet.  Typically in the

11 summer months is when we will expect to be

12 hitting the two to three thousand.

13             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, how many do you

14 expect for this one?

15             MR. AFAHAME:  I would say based on

16 projections from our current sales, I would say

17 no more than 1,100 people.

18             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, how many did you

19 have last year?  Do you know?

20             MR. AFAHAME:  Last year our max was

21 about 1,300, and that was for Halloween.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, oh, that was
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1 Halloween, that wasn't this time?

2             MR. AFAHAME:  That was for Halloween.

3 That was the max we've had so far on any event.

4             CHAIR MILLER:  I think the concern

5 here, and board members can correct me if I'm

6 wrong, or Mr. Ghenene, that there may be another

7 pub crawl the same night.  Are you aware of that?

8             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes, I am.

9 Gocrawling.com is also very new, broke off of my

10 company after our December crawl.  We used to be

11 somewhat partners and he worked as an employee

12 for the company, and recently started his pub

13 crawl.  I also did find out that he will be

14 having a pub crawl that same day, and yes, I

15 understand the numbers can be an issue.  If it

16 is, we're more than happy to make adjustments to

17 fit what the maximum allowance is for

18 participants for the event.

19             CHAIR MILLER:  Do you have people

20 ticketed already?

21             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, how many do you
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1 have ticketed?

2             MR. AFAHAME:  So far ticket sales as

3 of this morning was about 401.  Most of the

4 tickets sold for this event is done in the very

5 last week and two days prior to the event.

6             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

7             MR. AFAHAME:  So based on that

8 projection that's where I leave my mark of 1,100

9 is what I'm most likely to get.  And we'd still

10 like the option to have it open to at least 15,

11 should we cross the 1,100 mark.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  What's the name of the

13 other pub crawl company?

14             MR. AFAHAME:  It's called

15 gocrawling.com.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Go crawling?

17             MR. AFAHAME:  Dot com, yes.

18             CHAIR MILLER:  Are you in touch with

19 them with respect to whether you overlap in

20 establishments?

21             MR. AFAHAME:  Not at the moment.  I

22 have tried establishing contact in the past, it's
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1 just not worked out.  The situation of our

2 separation as partners or affiliates wasn't so

3 great.  It did kind of take a toll on the

4 business, but we have been in touch with third

5 precinct.  I know we've both been communicating

6 with third precinct, so they know exactly what

7 our numbers are.  I recently updated Lieutenant

8 Jonathan Dorrough, I believe, on Monday, of our

9 current numbers, and he will be getting updates

10 up until the day of our event.

11             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, Mr. Ghenene, are

12 you aware of this situation?

13             MR. GHENENE:  Not as much as I'd like

14 to be.  I have a question that actually came up.

15 I was conducting inspections, regulatory

16 inspections over the past couple of weeks, in not

17 this area, but in another area that's popular for

18 pub crawls, and a licensee that does not

19 participate in the pub crawls, mentioned to me

20 that when the pub crawls exist frequently, his

21 security is drawn into kind of controlling the

22 crowds, and he asked that I bring that to the
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1 board's attention to see if, just to bring to the

2 board's attention so that during this phase added

3 security can be addressed of the different

4 locations.

5             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

6             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Could you be more

7 specific?

8             MR. GHENENE:  So from what I

9 understand, and, again, this is just the

10 gentleman I was speaking to in Henry County, he

11 has a door staff that stands outside of his

12 establishment to check ID's, etc.  He's saying

13 that when the, and his establishment's off P

14 Street, I'm sorry, on M Street in between

15 Connecticut and 19th, and what he explained to me

16 was that during these pub crawl events, when they

17 let loose or when they end frequently, his staff

18 is sucked into moving the crowd along,

19 distinguishing any kind of rowdy atmosphere,

20 etc., and he frequently has to tell them that's

21 not your problem.  You know, your problem is

22 what's inside here, but they have, I guess, some
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1 sort of moral dilemma.

2             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Or are you

3 saying, for example, that people can't even get

4 into their club because the sidewalks are --

5             MR. GHENENE:  Or get out.

6             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Or get out

7 because the sidewalks are crowded with people who

8 are just loitering or who?

9             MR. GHENENE:  I mean, I don't,

10 hopefully I'm not making this more of an issue

11 than it is, and maybe there's another --

12             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  No, we're going

13 to have a hearing on this this afternoon anyway,

14 that's why I'm asking.

15             CHAIR MILLER:  Right.

16             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  That's why I'm

17 asking.

18             MR. GHENENE:  I guess, I'm sorry, it

19 all leads to my question was about the added

20 security for his pub.

21             CHAIR MILLER:  Are you suggesting that

22 there may be a need for added security because
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1 there are two pub crawls or not?

2             MR. GHENENE:  I'm not aware.

3             CHAIR MILLER:  You're not?  Okay.

4             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So, Me. Ghenene, just

5 out of curiosity, do you know the establishment

6 that you're talking about, were they

7 participating in the pub crawl that were of

8 concern today?

9             MR. GHENENE:  Never.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  So they're not

11 participants in the pub crawl, and yet they're

12 having to deal with this?

13             MR. GHENENE:  Exactly.

14             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Okay.

15             MR. GHENENE:  And also --

16             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Just, it makes a

17 difference to me.  Thank you.

18             MR. GHENENE:  To add to that, it also,

19 they're not interested in participating,

20 otherwise they would have.

21             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right.

22             MR. GHENENE:  And it harms their
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1 business because they don't want those people

2 roaming inside.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Right, I get the

4 picture.

5             MR. GHENENE:  Sure.

6             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you.

7             CHAIR MILLER:  Mr. Short?

8             MEMBER SHORT:  Yes, Mr. Ghenene, I

9 guess this comes to me as a picture of something

10 that's compromising public safety if we have

11 persons inside of establishments who can't exit,

12 egress, or they can't enter without going through

13 a crowd on the sidewalk, public straight, is that

14 the issue that you're bring in here?

15             MR. GHENENE:  I don't think that

16 that's what the guy was trying to explain to me.

17 I think what he was more so concerned was that

18 his staff was being employed, from my guess, a

19 moral standpoint because they're observing things

20 that they feel obligated to get involved with, if

21 that makes sense.  So it's not necessarily that

22 crowds are gathering in front of an exit or an
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1 entrance, it's that patrons of, and this is a

2 totally unrelated pub crawl, I just want to say,

3 patrons are just using resources of non-

4 participants.

5             MR. AFAHAME:  I could, actually,

6 coincidentally, I actually worked on that block

7 for over five years as a bartender, so I know

8 exactly what he's saying.  I think what he's

9 trying to explain is outside of the pub crawls

10 and managing the participants in the venues, we

11 do sometimes have to also deal with participants

12 gathering right on the sidewalk.  Now, DuPont

13 Circle and the Industry Avenue pub crawls, for

14 years, they have participants that border six,

15 seven thousand because their sidewalks can

16 actually accommodate them and the people, which

17 was a big issue we had to address here at our

18 very first hearing.  Now, the U Street corridor

19 is a lot smaller, so we kept our numbers to 3,000

20 at the time.  We do not, at our first pub crawls

21 we did have additional security of our own, but

22 moving forward we have figured out a way to
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1 manage it without needing additional security by

2 having the venues provide security.  So if he

3 actually signed an agreement saying they will

4 have security for the event of one security for

5 every 50 people, at least, and part of the

6 agreement also states that they have to help with

7 dispersing the crowd up to an hour and a half

8 after the event is over.  Now, considering our

9 event ends at 10:00 p.m. at night and they still

10 are open for business, a lot of times it's not an

11 issue because the people just stay in their

12 venues and patronize them.  But that is already

13 included in the security plan and the agreement

14 we have with the venues in the U Street corridor.

15             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Thank you.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, Mr. Short?

17             MEMBER SHORT:  Well, again, you're

18 saying that the establishment are using their

19 security to clear public space?

20             MR. AFAHAME:  No, not public space,

21 like the streets.  Public space like if there is

22 a huge gathering right in front of their venues
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1 that could cause any kind of security or safety

2 concerns.  They are aware to be on the lookout

3 for something like that, and also make sure it

4 does not become a safety issue.

5             MEMBER SHORT:  So on U Street, we

6 mentioned the sidewalk is a lot less dense than

7 some other places downtown.

8             MR. AFAHAME:  Absolutely.

9             MEMBER SHORT:  So if you're talking

10 about three or four thousand people for your

11 event and someone else is having an event with

12 three or four thousand, do you think that might

13 cause a situation that would compromise public

14 safety?

15             MR. AFAHAME:  That could definitely

16 cause a situation or compromise public safety.

17 Like I said, we are more than happy to adjust

18 numbers because we have not hit that number at

19 any time.

20             MEMBER SHORT:  Sounds like that might

21 be working, adjusting the numbers.

22             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.  If you want to
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1 tell us, since there are two pub crawls, you're

2 only going to allow a maximum of 4,000

3 participants at best, then we know to keep our

4 numbers at no more than 2,000 for our sales

5 because the other pub crawl company will be doing

6 the same.

7             CHAIR MILLER:  Mr. Silverstein?

8             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  Thank you, Mr.

9 Afahame.  First, you have a list here of

10 participating establishments?

11             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

12             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  And I think you may

13 have, you need to clarify something.  You have

14 Patty's Boozer Day, which is the other pub crawl.

15             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

16             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  And then you have

17 something listed here at Night of the Undead.

18 Wasn't that last falls?

19             MR. AFAHAME:  That was last fall.

20             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  That was the zombie

21 apocalypse thing.  Is that coming back again?

22             MR. AFAHAME:  No, that's not coming
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1 back again.  My serious explanation for that is

2 chances are we might have included the wrong

3 date, but the venues are still the same, 11 of

4 them.  I could send another.

5             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  So this is, just for

6 clarification, that is this weeks, and the title

7 is wrong?

8             MR. AFAHAME:  The title is wrong.

9             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  Okay, I just wanted

10 to, for the record, I wanted that in there.  Now,

11 I see that there is an overlap here of, what, 10

12 establishments that are participating in both pub

13 crawls?

14             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes, 11.

15             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  Eleven?  Ben's, D.C.

16 9, Pure Lounge, Ben's, Nellie's, Solly's, Pure

17 Lounge, Red Lounge, Handsome Cock, Gin Lounge,

18 Lounge of 3, Tap and Parlour, Ulah Bistro.

19             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

20             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  What happens if

21 something goes wrong in one of those places?  Who

22 gets the blame, the other guy?



(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

16

1             MR. AFAHAME:  Not the other guy.

2 Because we are both working with the third

3 precinct, they are aware of all details for the

4 event.  Should anything go wrong, the third

5 precinct has given us direct contacts to reach on

6 the day of the event.

7             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  But who is to blame?

8             MR. AFAHAME:  So the venues will call

9 us, for one, and we'll also contact the third

10 precinct.  Secondly, one of the things to

11 distinguish our participants from their

12 participants would be their wrist bands, which is

13 what basically allows them throughout the entire

14 crawl.  Our wrist bands will be different, which

15 is the easiest way to also distinct what specials

16 people are getting, and also who is part of what.

17             MR. SILVERSTEIN:  Very well.  That was

18 what I was getting at, both of those things.

19 Thank you, sir.

20             MR. AFAHAME:  Thank you.

21             CHAIR MILLER:  Others?  Mr. Alberti?

22             MR. ALBERTI:  So, Mr. Afahame, have
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1 you talked to the individual participants about

2 the fact that they've got two pub crawls going on

3 in the same night?

4             MR. AFAHAME:  The venues that are

5 signed up?

6             MR. ALBERTI:  Yes.

7             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes, they are aware.

8             MR. ALBERTI:  Okay, and are you aware

9 of what the difference in the specials is?

10             MR. AFAHAME:  The specials are exactly

11 the same.

12             MR. ALBERTI:  So your pub crawl offers

13 the same drink specials as the other?

14             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

15             MR. ALBERTI:  And you know that from

16 talking to the establishments?

17             MR. AFAHAME:  I know that not just

18 from talking to the establishment, but also

19 keeping up with their market and their pages, the

20 event pages and stuff like that.  It was very

21 important we made it the same just to minimize

22 the confusion.
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1             MR. ALBERTI:  Okay.

2             MR. AFAHAME:  So all of our, go ahead,

3 please.

4             MR. ALBERTI:  I don't want to cut you

5 off, but I don't want to spend a lot of time on

6 this.  I just, look, you know it's a concern to

7 us.

8             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

9             MR. ALBERTI:  We have two pub crawls

10 out there.  That's the first time this has

11 happened, alright?  We're going to be keeping a

12 close eye on it.  I can't speak for my other

13 fellow board members, but I'll tell you my

14 opinion.  If anything goes wrong both parties get

15 blamed.  I don't care what wrist bands people

16 have on who get in the fights, something goes

17 wrong out there I personally, as a single board

18 member, will put the blame on both organizers.

19             MR. AFAHAME:  Okay.

20             MR. ALBERTI:  Just so you know, and I

21 suspect that some of my other board members will

22 share that same sentiment.  Mr. Jones, I think,
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1 has a question.

2             CHAIR MILLER:  Mr. Jones?

3             MEMBER JONES:  So, are you planning to

4 be here for later on this afternoon?

5             MR. AFAHAME:  I did see on the board

6 that there is a round table for pub crawl later

7 on this afternoon.

8             MEMBER JONES:  Okay, so I'll save this

9 other question for then.  In terms of the date,

10 was there anything magical, obviously, you are

11 going head to head with another pub crawl.  Is

12 there something magical about this date that

13 makes this date worthy of not doing another date

14 so that you don't have to go head to head with

15 another pub crawl?

16             MR. AFAHAME:  For pub crawl events,

17 they usually planned around either holiday

18 weekends or special holidays.  This one is

19 particular to St. Patty's Day.  That's why it's

20 probably the best day.  Fridays are usually a lot

21 harder because between rush hour traffic and

22 people getting out of work it just makes things a
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1 little more complicated.

2             MEMBER JONES:  Okay.

3             MR. AFAHAME:  Sunday is not that great

4 an option either, because people are going to be

5 festive the night before, it's good they'll be

6 getting back to work, so Saturday is on that same

7 weekend, is by far the only day to choose.

8             MEMBER JONES:  Fair enough, thank you.

9             MR. AFAHAME:  Thank you.

10             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes, Mr. Short?

11             MEMBER SHORT:  Did you say you are

12 committed to come to the pub crawl round table

13 today or are you not coming?

14             MR. AFAHAME:  I will be here.

15             MEMBER SHORT:  You will be here?

16             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes, I will.

17             CHAIR MILLER:  Alright, so we can save

18 some general questions for later.  Yes, that's

19 great.  Alright, other questions?

20             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  I don't have a

21 question, just a comment and that is we had

22 approved, we had two fact finding hearings that
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1 were scheduled for today for whatever reason, and

2 the one last week was moved up because of

3 scheduling issues, and I don't think it would be

4 fair to approve one because they simply got on

5 the schedule ahead of the other, especially when

6 this one has had no problems in the past.  But I

7 feel very, very, very uncomfortable with two pub

8 crawls in the same place at the same time, and I

9 just don't want that to happen again, and that's

10 where I am.  I'm certainly willing to sign off on

11 this, but I do so with a very, with a lot of

12 concern.

13             CHAIR MILLER:  And I think the concern

14 is just the numbers, and I know you're willing to

15 give a lower number.  I think realistically

16 you're probably going after the same group, so

17 the number you may not get 2,000, 3,000, right?

18 Mr. Jones?

19             MEMBER JONES:  Just since everyone is

20 offering their own editorial, I have no issue

21 with there being multiple pub crawls on the same

22 day that piggy back at the same locations.  It's
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1 more about how it's managed, and the numbers.

2 Really, what we're worried about, well, I as an

3 individual board member, I guess I should say, am

4 worried about is, is it creating a safety issue

5 or concern with the volume of people that you're

6 bringing into the area with the amount of

7 security that you have committed to provide, to

8 support, and facilitate safety with those

9 numbers.

10             It's not inconceivable that you can

11 have a very large number of people and it still

12 be very safe if it's managed appropriately, if

13 you have the appropriate security to support

14 that.  So, from my standpoint, bring a proposal,

15 recognize what our concerns are, and we can

16 evaluate it on the basis of the merits of the

17 proposal that's submitted to incorporate safety

18 for the patrons associated therewith.  But the

19 number of a pub crawl, it could be five, six, or

20 seven, but if each five of those six or seven

21 brings 10,000 people, that's a problem.  If one

22 pub crawl brings 20,000 people, that's a problem,
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1 probably, depending on how you manage it and

2 support it, so again, more editorial for later

3 today, but since we wanted to get started early I

4 thought I'd throw my hat in the ring a little

5 bit, too.

6             MEMBER SHORT:  Madame Chair?

7             CHAIR MILLER:  Yes?

8             MEMBER SHORT:  I was at Ben's Silly

9 Bowl yesterday evening and the sidewalks down

10 there are full of ice.  I slipped myself trying

11 to get across the street.  When you're talking

12 about a thousand or two thousand people on those

13 blocks we're going to have a major problem.  I

14 think that this board really needs to look at

15 public safety when I'm talking about these kinds

16 of numbers.  What date are we talking about

17 again?

18             MR. AFAHAME:  Saturday the 14th

19 between 3:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.

20             MEMBER SHORT:  And we're going to have

21 six inches of snow again tomorrow, Madame Chair.

22 I as a board member am quite concerned about
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1 public safety and the numbers of people in snow

2 and ice on our streets, and if something should

3 happen, I want to go on record saying I think

4 that we need to look at this very closely.  We

5 need to look at these numbers, we need to think

6 about the community, we need to think about

7 people slipping on ice.  We need to think about

8 the traffic out there if people have to walk in

9 the street; we need to look at this a lot more

10 closely than just thinking this is just another

11 pub crawl.  The weather has to be brought into

12 this issue.  The number of people have to be

13 brought in, the sidewalk size, and the new storm

14 coming tomorrow must be considered before we --

15             MR. AFAHAME:  March the 14th.

16             MEMBER SHORT:  Oh, okay, we can have,

17 okay, I thought it was this weekend.  Okay.

18 Alright, I'm sorry.  But, at any rate, hopefully

19 we still have to look at the number of people

20 that are on U Street at any one particular night,

21 and the number of security.  I'm with Mr. Jones,

22 board member Jones on that.  And I don't think
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1 adequately, if I had a security taking care of my

2 business, that security is also going to be able

3 to take care of the streets also.  I think that's

4 a bit much.

5             MR. AFAHAME:  I have to clarify.  When

6 I say outside I don't mean, they're not taking

7 care of the streets.  They're taking care of

8 making sure people are exiting and coming in

9 safely.  That's really all it is.  So they

10 understand that outside of making sure they

11 check, look out for people at the bars, at the

12 tables, check the bathrooms.  They also have to

13 be aware of people coming in and outside, and if

14 they are gatherers, unruly gatherings outside of

15 the building that could cause --

16             MEMBER SHORT:  Thank you very much for

17 that, but I would just like to ask you,

18 Metropolitan, MPD, are they going to have any

19 input in that this evening?

20             CHAIR MILLER:  Well, you have been

21 consulting with them, correct?  All along?

22             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes, I have been
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1 consulting with them.

2             MEMBER SHORT:  Not only consulting,

3 they have approved that we are going to have two

4 or three, 4,000 people on U Street, two pub

5 crawls, so they're okay with that?  Did they give

6 you anything in writing in that?

7             MR. AFAHAME:  His opinion is that the

8 number of people is okay, as long as they know

9 ahead of time, because that will determine how

10 they schedule.  So as of last, as of this past

11 Monday I gave them a protected number and I will

12 be updating up until the day so he knows exactly

13 what to schedule for.  And I'm sure just the same

14 way I have two weeks before the event, the other

15 pub crawl company has given them their projected

16 numbers.  So in terms of scheduling officers --

17             CHAIR MILLER:  Excuse me, do you know

18 their protected numbers, the other company?

19             MR. AFAHAME:  I do not know.

20             CHAIR MILLER:  You don't know?  Okay.

21             MR. AFAHAME:  No, all I know is what

22 I've given to their precinct.
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1             CHAIR MILLER:  Is your projected

2 number 1,100 now?

3             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

4             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, so would you be

5 alright with our, right now it says you

6 anticipate 2,000, with a maximum not to exceed

7 3,000.

8             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

9             CHAIR MILLER:  It sounds like that's

10 way beyond, really.

11             MR. AFAHAME:  That's, yes.

12             CHAIR MILLER:  Would you be

13 comfortable with putting we anticipate 1,100 with

14 maximum not to exceed 2,000?

15             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes, I am.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Do you object to that?

17 I think I'm hearing part of the board being

18 concerned about the safety in numbers

19             MR. SHORT:  I don't think that I was

20 finished with my question when you jumped in,

21 Madame Chair.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, okay, sorry.
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1             MR. SHORT:  Thank you very much.

2             CHAIR MILLER:  Go ahead.  What was it?

3 I didn't mean to do that.  I thought you were --

4             MR. SHORT:  No, I was trying to find

5 out whether or not MPD, other than just lip

6 service, had given any approvals that we could be

7 assured of.  Because you're saying you contacted

8 them, but they didn't say yes or no, did they?

9             MR. AFAHAME:  Oh, no, all our contacts

10 have been by email.  I sent the initial email

11 introducing myself.  Original email was sent.

12             MR. SHORT:  What was the response?

13             MR. AFAHAME:  My original email was to

14 Captain Brian Gray.

15             MR. SHORT:  What was his response?

16             MR. AFAHAME:  He responded telling me

17 he's not with the third precinct anymore and gave

18 me a point of contact at the third precinct.

19             MR. SHORT:  Okay, what was that

20 person's response?

21             MR. AFAHAME:  That person said

22 everything's good as long as you let us know two
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1 weeks before the event what your projected

2 numbers are because that's when we need to

3 schedule enough bodies to accommodate whatever U

4 Street would throw at us that day.  And I've done

5 that, which was two days ago, and he has

6 acknowledged, thank you for the update, we look

7 forward to more updates leading up to the event,

8 which is what I need to do two days before, say,

9 hey, as of when I told you it was 400, it's now

10 at 650, and we're still getting closer and

11 closer, and up until the day of the event I will

12 still be sending emails letting him know what the

13 ticket sales are.

14             MR. SHORT:  Okay, well, I guess we can

15 sort this out this evening when the police are

16 here.

17             MR. AFAHAME:  Yes.

18             MR. SHORT:  Thank you, Madame Chair.

19             CHAIR MILLER:  Mr. Jones?

20             MEMBER JONES:  I was just concerned

21 about the, it almost seems like we're punishing

22 this pub crawl requestor because he was second on
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1 the calendar.  And I really don't feel

2 comfortable with putting restrictions or asking

3 him to agree with restrictions that we want to

4 impose on him without that same consideration

5 being evenly and equally applied to the other

6 participant that is scheduled for that same day.

7             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, I wasn't here

8 last week.  I'll be happy to go along with that.

9 I think we should wrap this up pretty soon.

10             MEMBER GONAZALEZ:  Yes, basically,

11 though, Mr. Afahame, there's going to be a lot of

12 people crawling and slipping around there, okay?

13 And some of them are going to be inebriated,

14 probably, and I don't think the board is trying

15 to unfairly burden you, but we want to make sure

16 that there is public safety, and that is our

17 concern.  And that's what we want you to work

18 with us on this, okay?

19             MR. AFAHAME:  I've never, I've always

20 known that that's always been the concern.

21             MEMBER GONZALEZ:  That's what we're

22 concerned about and that's our job here.
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1             MR. AFAHAME:  It's okay to have fun,

2 but if it's going to lead to --

3             MEMBER GONZALEZ:  That's right.  So be

4 very mindful of that, work with us on that, okay?

5             MR. AFAHAME:  I'm more than happy to

6 do that, but I think it's also important to take

7 account that ustreetpubcrawl.com, we, as far as

8 pub crawls in this magnitude, we're the first to

9 try to get more than five bars together and get

10 this done.

11             MEMBER GONZALEZ:  Right.

12             MR. AFAHAME:  And we're trying to make

13 this a business on U Street.  Now, it's

14 unfortunate that someone that I hired within the

15 company not only chose to leave the company, but

16 there was a lot of trouble with that in itself

17 that has made it hard for us to do business as

18 conveniently as we have done in the past, and

19 we're just trying to work with that.  I

20 understand competition is a very important part

21 of business.  I'm not afraid of it.

22             CHAIR MILLER:  I'm sorry, we're
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1 running late.  Mr. Jones, did you want to say

2 something?

3             MEMBER JONES:  Alright, get it, we

4 recognize your record, we recognize the

5 situation, you don't need to pound your chest.

6 We get where you're coming from, and we recognize

7 based on your track record where we're coming

8 from, which his why I don't want to unduly burden

9 you or punish you because you were second in the

10 queue, because you have demonstrated yourself to

11 be a good operator in the sense of a pub crawl

12 standpoint, so that is duly noted.  Your record

13 reflects.

14             MR. AFAHAME:  Thank you.

15             MEMBER JONES:  Yes.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.

17             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Yes, I want to

18 associate myself completely with remarks of my

19 colleague.

20             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay.  I just hope

21 sometime in the future maybe our investigators

22 can get the information earlier so that they
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1 could work with you all and be aware of, that

2 there are two going on.

3             MEMBER ALBERTI:  Madame Chair, the

4 onus falls on this board.

5             MEMBER JONES:  Right, that's the

6 board.

7             MEMBER ALBERTI:  We had the

8 information several weeks ago.

9             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, okay.

10             MEMBER ALBERTI:  And we failed to note

11 that.

12             MEMBER JONES:  We as a board.  And we

13 can talk about that in private how that happened,

14 but I don't want to shift the, any blame, to our

15 investigators.

16             CHAIR MILLER:  Oh, I wasn't blaming

17 our investigators.

18             MEMBER JONES:  That is responsibility

19 of the board and the onus falls on the board in

20 this case.

21             CHAIR MILLER:  That's fine, I was not

22 in any way blaming our investigators or our
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1 applicant.  It's always a good thing to get the

2 things going early so people can get on top of

3 them if possible.  Alright, I'm going to call a

4 vote on this because I think that the board is

5 ready to approve this pub crawl application.

6 I'll move to approve it.  Is there a second?

7             MEMBER SILVERSTEIN:  Second.

8             CHAIR MILLER:  Okay, Mr. Silverstein

9 seconded the motion.  All those in favor say aye.

10             (Chorus of ayes)

11             CHAIR MILLER:  All those opposed?

12             MR. SHORT:  Abstain.

13             CHAIR MILLER:  Abstain, Mr. Short

14 abstains.  Okay, so come sign this Mr. Short.

15             (Whereupon, the case was concluded at

16 11:27 a.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22
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